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The history behind Lafayette s oldest Chamber of

Commerce member
By Sophie Braccini

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Family Roots Run Deep

hen Dawn Eames walks able to build a home for his fam- Nursery, who got his first job

into the Farmyard Dar-
lings boutique in the back of Mt.
Diablo Nursery and Garden,
through the displays of farm- and
cowboy-inspired objects and re-
purposed furniture, she sees shad-
ows of what was her first home —
the wood frame and beams de-
signed by her father, the large
windows letting ample light into
the minimalist Japanese-inspired
800-square-foot house.

“There was the kitchen,” says
Eames. “There, my parents’ bed-
room; there, the bedroom I shared
with Patricia; and there, the one
Sachimi and Tokiko shared.”

This was the home that Harry
and Shigeko Ide built for their
family in 1950, in the back of
their burgeoning garden center at
3295 Mt. Diablo Blvd. The nurs-
ery, now owned by Garth Jacober,
will celebrate 65 years of contin-
ued activity on Oct. 23-25.

Eames, the youngest of four
sisters, was born a few months
before the family moved into the
home. The Ide’s first two chil-
dren were born in very different
circumstances: in the Japanese in-
ternment camps created in 1942
by Franklin Roosevelt’s order
9066 that required all Americans
of Japanese ancestry living on the
West Coast to be housed in deten-
tion camps for the duration of the
war.

When Ide came back to the
Bay Area as a young father, he
worked as a gardener. “He al-
ways loved plants,” says Eames,
adding that her father always said
that they should be treated as well
as people. One of Ide’s clients,
Lafayette resident Bernice Ellis,
decided to support his desire to
set up his own business. Ide
bought the piece of land next to
the Lafayette Park Hotel where
the nursery still sits, and later was

Dawn Ide-Eames

Harry Ide with his wife Shigeko and their girls, from left: Dawn, Patricia, Sachimi and Tokiko in 1953

ily. The Moraga resident inher-
ited the land and buildings from
her parents.

“Growing up, it was a little
lonely here,” says Eames. “There
were only businesses around.
Fortunately some girlfriends
came here from time to time to
play, roughing it in the supplies
for the garden.” Eames remem-
bers how in the first years of the
business, life was spent at the
nursery 100 percent of the time,
with both parents working seven
days a week. “They were very
hard working and very strict,” she
says. “They instilled in us values
(such as) working hard at school,
keeping up the family's reputa-
tion, and punctuality.”

When Eames was 10, the fam-
ily bought a house nearby, and
her mother had the time to de-
velop her own passion: Ikenobo
Ikebana, flower arrangement in
the purest Japanese form. She de-
veloped and taught this style of
Ikebana until she died in 2009.
She also transformed the Ide’s
house into a gift shop, which was
taken over by the Farmyard Dar-
lings in 2010.

“Harry’s Nursery, now Mt.
Diablo Nursery, is the oldest
Chamber of Commerce member,”
says the Lafayette Chamber’s ex-
ecutive director Jay Lifson.
“Harry was always very support-
ive and was an asset to the com-
munity.”

Ide’s love of plants and gar-
den design may have been in-
spired by his Japanese heritage,
but he was quite aware of the nat-
ural landscape and plants of Cal-
ifornia. He trained many young
people of all backgrounds in the
nursery, including Jiro Mishimoto
who took over the business when
Ide retired in 1982, and Jacober,
the present owner of Mt. Diablo
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there in the early “70s.

“That was my father’s philos-
ophy; that is still the same here
today,” says Eames. “Everyone
who works in the nursery has to
respect plants and be very knowl-
edgeable.” Eames’ says her fa-
ther used to see clients coming
with plants that were very
stressed; he would replace them,
and keep the stressed ones, nurs-
ing them back to health.

Today, Jacober works in the
nursery with a young man who
knows most everything about
plants, Matt Guziejka. They will
be leading the Oct. 23-25 65th an-
niversary festivities, which will
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include a composting workshop,
a container class, and a 20 percent
discount on all the plants.

Eames will be there, bringing
drinks and cookies to celebrate
her heritage within the commu-
nity.
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— Judy’s Nail Salon

WAXING, FACIAL, TINTING & MASSAGE
NEW SERVICE: Lotion Hot Oil &
Stone Massage PED (Free Reg. MAN) $30
Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $35
Regular Manicure & Spa Pedicure $25
A\ Full Set White Tips with GELS $25
Eyebrow, Lip, Chin $20

Special for Lamorinda
Newspaper Reader:
FREE Hot Wax or Designs
or Buffer Shinny
For any combination Nails
& Feet service
‘Walk-In Welcome.

THANK YOU LAMORINDA CUSTOMERS SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS FOR 13 YEARS

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga * (925) 377-9997 or 9998 Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon — Sat: 10am -7pm * Sun: 10am-6pm

| October 4 - December 13 |

A Fine Line: The Dr. Maurice
Alberti Print Collection of

European and American Masters
Dr. Maurice Alberti, SMC
class of 1951, was an avid
print collector. Upon his
death he gave St. Mary's
his vast collection of
museum quality American
and European prints. On
view are works by Henri
Toulouse Lautrec, Pierre
Auguste Renoir, Georges
Braque, Henri Matisse and
Marc Chagall and many
more esteemed artists.

Georges Rouault, Ballerine, 1926-27,
Lithograph, 11 7/8 x 7 5/8”,
Collection of the SMCMoA

| October 4 - December6 |

Luis Gutierrez: Another Kind
of Truth

Mexican-American
artist Luis Gutierrez
was born in the
small town of
Pittsburg, California
in 1933. Despite
receiving no
encouragement and
never being taken to
museums, Gutierrez
was drawn to the visual arts. On view is Gutierrez’s
newest body of work, anchored by a small group of
assemblages, for which he became well known in the
1980s and “90s.

Luis Gutierrez, Fields of Green

Saint Mary's College Museum of Art
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October 4 - December6 |

Ron Hutt: The Axis
Mundi / Open Portals

The Axis Mundi /
Open Portals
project utilizes
horizontal and
vertical panoramic
photographs
captured while
crisscrossing the
United States and
Europe. He teases
out digital
paintings from
these images.

October 4 - May 1 |

William Keith and the Battle

for Hetch Hetchy
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William Keith, Collection of the SMCMoA

In 1907, William Keith accompanied John Muir to
Yosemite’s twin valley, Hetch Hetchy. The trip was not a
lighthearted hike, but a determined mission to bring the rich
colors and epic landscapes back to the Bay Area, where
politicians schemed to dam the valley. On display are Keith
oil paintings, accompanied by photographs and documents
courtesy of the Sierra Club, Restore Hetch Hetchy, and the

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission.

Public Hours: Wed — Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. Museum Admission: Adults $5;
Members and K-12 graders Free; Parking Free
Phone: 925-631-4379 Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum






